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 world wide. the trial court found that the firm’s receipts were commingled with her personal funds. The court reasoned that it
could not separate the commingled funds with reasonable certainty. The court also found that Hagan had knowledge of, or was

on notice of, the commingling. The court further found that Hagan’s financial statement was false and misleading, and that
Hagan made the statement willfully. -7- Having carefully reviewed the record, we conclude that the district court’s findings are
not clearly erroneous. Hagan did not adequately segregate her personal funds. We therefore agree with the court’s finding that
Hagan misappropriated client funds in violation of her fiduciary duty to Griffin. Hagan maintains that, even if she did not take
money from Griffin’s client trust account with Griffin’s knowledge or consent, she acted merely as a “regular accountant” when
she prepared the firm’s financial statement. Because she was not a CPA or otherwise a tax expert, she argues that she owed no
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duty to consult experts or otherwise act prudently. This argument is contrary to Minnesota law. Minnesota has a public policy
that attorneys must adhere to “a high standard of honesty and fidelity in all their relations.” See Nord v. Clayton & Nord, Inc.,

370 N.W.2d 849, 858 (Minn. 1985); see also State v. Fulwider, 624 N.W.2d 621, 629 (Minn. 2001) (noting that “the
responsibility of an attorney is to his or her client, and not to the courts, other attorneys, or the public”). Attorneys must conduct
themselves “with candor and integrity, especially in communicating with their clients.” Id. at 629-30. They must represent their
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