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clinical significance of lymph node metastases in patients with early breast cancer who achieve clinical remission after the completion of postoperative chemotherapy remains unclear. This study determined the prognostic significance of metastatic lymph nodes in patients with breast cancer after the completion of postoperative chemotherapy, using prognostic models developed

from trials in which patients were treated with adjuvant chemotherapy. This retrospective study included patients with T2N0M0 breast cancer treated with postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy between January 2003 and August 2008. The clinical stage at postoperative chemotherapy was classified as T1mic, T2mic, T1mac, or T2mac. Clinical outcomes of the patients were
evaluated according to the National Comprehensive Cancer Network criteria. Overall survival (OS), disease-free survival (DFS), and distant recurrence-free survival (DRFS) were determined. A total of 256 patients were included. Of the 256 patients, 19 (7.3 %) had pathologically positive lymph nodes (N+) at postoperative chemotherapy. The median follow-up was 63.1 months

(range, 0.2-89.0 months). In the N0 group, 5-year OS, DFS, and DRFS rates were 95.0, 91.9, and 95.8 %, respectively. In the N+ group, 5-year OS, DFS, and DRFS rates were 72.9, 64.0, and 72.9 %, respectively. Univariate analysis showed that the presence of N+ at postoperative chemotherapy and stage I/II disease were significant predictors of OS. Multivariate analysis showed
that the presence of N+ at postoperative chemotherapy was significantly associated with decreased DFS and DRFS. The presence of N+ at postoperative chemotherapy is a significant prognostic factor for DFS and DRFS. Additional studies to
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